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and the people of the country, to blame themselves for not having fulfilled their
pledge. The country had not yet proved its capacity for it. The simple course
of renunciation and discipline which alone could help them to win swaraj had
not yet been completed. It %vas all the more incumbent on the country now to
put forth all its energy to complete the remaining programme before the end
of this year and if they succeeded in doing so he staked his life on the
assurance that they would get swaraj by the end of the year.

Resolutions were adopted on civil disobedience, boycott of the Prince's
visit and expressing that the Indian National Congress should at its forth-
coming session definitely assert and declare to the world the Indian people's
inalienable right and ultimate will to independent sovereignty, excluding all
relations with foreign powers and nations including Great Britain.

The Hindu, 11-11-1921

175.   DUTT OF HINDUS

I draw the attention of all Hindus to the touching letter given
below1 which I have received from the Antyajashram at Godhra.

Every Hindu should hang his head in shame on reading this
letter. We, and not the boy's parents, are responsible for the beat-
ing which he got. We have despised Antyajas^ given them our left-
overs and rotten food to eat, persuading ourselves that we were do-
ing a virtuous deed. We paid them as little as possible and drove
them to begging. Not only have we made them carry our filth, but
we have also made them eat filth. We have been giving them
our discarded garments to serve as finery. The result is that the
Antyajas now like begging and feel proud when they get left-overs.
When parents return home with rotten grain, the children dance
with joy. The master whose slaves rejoice in their slavery has
sinned beyond measure. This is the position of the Hindus.

The child who got a beating for his reformed habits and for
refusing to eat left-overs was our child. After reading this article,
let all parents look at their children and ask themselves how they
would feel if the latter were in the same plight as the other
child. And how pure was that boy! Though beaten he refused
to eat meat! What must be the mental condition of those who re-
gard such a child as untouchable? Will they be able to enjoy
swaraj? Will they protect others?

1 Not translated here. The letter, written by a teacher in the Antyaj-
ashram described the unhappy condition of the pupils in their homes. The
parents disliked their children's reformed habits and treated them very harshly/